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Section 3-501.  Office Established; City Auditor -- 
 1. There is established within the legislative branch an office of the city auditor, to be 
headed by a city auditor who shall be appointed by the city council and shall serve for a period of 
six years, and thereafter, until a successor is appointed.  The council shall fix the salary of the 
city auditor.  The council, by a two-thirds vote of its membership, may remove the auditor from 
office at any time for cause. 
 2. The city auditor shall possess adequate professional proficiency for the office, 
demonstrated by relevant certification, such as certification as a certified internal auditor or 
certified public accountant, or have an advanced degree in a relevant field with at least five years 
experience in the field of government auditing, evaluation, or analysis.  A certified internal 
auditor or certified public accountant shall be preferred.  The city auditor shall have a bachelor's 
degree in accounting, business administration, or public administration or related field.  If 
financial statement audits are conducted, the city auditor shall be a certified public accountant. 
 3. Except for exercising the right to vote, neither the auditor nor any member of the office 
of the city auditor shall support, advocate, or aid in the election or defeat of any candidate for 
city public office. 
 4. The city auditor may appoint the necessary staff for which appropriations have been 
made by the council.  Subject to the provisions of this charter and applicable rules and 
regulations adopted thereunder, the auditor shall have the same powers with respect to the 
personnel of the office of the city auditor as executive branch department heads have over their 
personnel.  Staff shall be appointed by the auditor in a manner consistent with the merit 
principles set forth in Section 6-1102* of this charter, but shall not otherwise be subject to the 
provisions of Chapter 11 of Article VI of this charter, pursuant to Section 6-1104** of this 
charter.  (Reso. 02-39) 

 
*Revision note: Citation error, Section 11-302 replaced with Section 6-1102. 
**Revision note: Citation error, Section 11-304 replaced with Section 6-1104. 
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